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[iii] To the King.

IRE,

S If I present to your Majesty these Discourses upon

your new France, the description of the country,
and the account of the manners and strange and barbarous
ways of the Canadians, I am bound to do it by every con-
sideration of duty. Your express command, with that of
the Queen, your highly esteemed mother, then Regent, car-
ried me and some of my Companions thither more propi-
tiously than wind and tide ; your Royal gemerosity sup-
ported me there for some years ; and your mighty authority
delivered me from the hands of certain English Pirates,
enemies of our holy [iv] jfaith, (of whick we cast some
seeds in this New World, with the hope of one day having
a plentiful harvest, sole object of our voyage and of your
royal command, SIRE,) they compelled us to leave the
place, to our great vegret, and held us prisoners several
months in their ship, and a hundred times prepared the rope
and the gallows for our execution; respect for Your Majesty
alone having prevented them from carvying out their wicked
designs, particularly wupon my person, whick possibly
divine providence has wished to preserve through your
agency, to be again ordered to sail away to the same coun-
try, and to continue the education of this barbarous people.
Delrvered now from this danger, and still wet from the
shipwreck in the port of your France, I lay at your feet
thas little book as an evidence of very humble gratitude that,
if I am lLving and writing, it is due (after God) to your
help and favor, SIRE. And [v] this signal obligation, be-
ing always before my cyes, will cause me to pray God con-



